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Jack (Junior) Brunette was born on November 20, 1922, in Windsor, Ontario. 

Private Brunette was the son of John Brunette and Emma Mae Brunette. 

Private Brunette grew up in 305 Cheapside St., London, Ontario. He 

belonged to the Church of England.  

 

During the First World War, his father enlisted in the Canadian army, he 

fought in battles in France, attaining the rank of Sergeant.  When World War 

Two broke out, he enlisted with the Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry 

Highlanders, becoming a Captain. He was an instructor for training troops at 

Lansdowne Park in Ottawa. He became a Major at war’s end. 

 

Jack Brunette grew up in Windsor. He went to high school in Cornwall 

beginning in 1937 and then in the spring of 1941 he attended St. Patrick’s 

College in Ottawa. and He also served in the army reserves. He was studied 

chemistry at the University of Western Ontario for four months. Private Jack 

Brunette was an athlete playing many sports such as lacrosse, football, 

hockey, baseball, hunting, and fishing.  He had been a star on the hockey 

team for St. Patrick’s and Western University. 
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The Ottawa Citizen May 

21, 1942  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the age of 20, Jack Junior Brunette enlisted in the army on January 15, 

1943, in Kingston, Ontario.  

 

According to his military records, Private Brunette was described as standing 

five foot and 10 inches tall and weighing 174 pounds with a medium 

complexion, grey eyes, and light brown hair. His personnel assessment 

reported described called him as “a young man of pleasant personality, very 

good manners, appears alert and stable but very ambitious”. He was 

recognized as being of “potential officer material.” 

 

His officer training was completed in Brockville, Ontario. On April 17, 1943, 

Private Brunette was commissioned to the rank of Second Lieutenant. He 

was sent for further training at Camp Borden and became a full Lieutenant 

on May 22, 1943. Lieutenant Brunette then underwent advanced training as 

a parachutist in Winnipeg and Shilo, both in Manitoba.  
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After extensive training, Lieutenant Brunette left Canada on April 19, 1944, 

for the United Kingdom. During Lieutenant Brunette’s time in the United 

Kingdom, he attended the Airborne Depot and School from April 30, 1944, to 

May 9, 1944. On December 25, 1944, Lieutenant Brunette left the United 

Kingdom to go to Belgium arriving on the following day. He was assigned to 

the 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion. 

 

On March 24, 1945, his battalion participated in Operation Varsity, a large 

airborne assault across the Rhine River. More than 16,000 American, British, 

and Canadian paratroopers were dropped into Nazi Germany to help secure 

the eastern side of the crossing sites over the river. 

 

According to the war diaries for that date, the 1st Canadian Parachute 

Battalion regiment stated that: “The flight from England to dropzone in 

Germany lasted approximately two hours and ten minutes. Unit jumped at 

0955 hours and was widely spread due to the high speed of the aircraft 

when crossing the dropzone. On landing, most of the Battalion encountered 

severe machine gun and sniper fire, which accounted for most of the 

casualties.”   

 

It was on this day that Lieutenant Brunette was killed. He was 22 years old. 

He was “shot in the air.” His death came “while he parachuted over Germany 

to attack an enemy gun position”, according to The Patrician, an In 

Memoriam publication for St. Patrick’s College in Ottawa. 

 

In addition, during that initial jump, the battalion lost its commanding 

officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Jeff Nick who was killed by enemy troops on 

landing in a wooded area. 

 

 

Initially, Lieutenant Brunette was listed as missing in action over Germany. 

But in May, 1945, the military officially listed him as an “Overseas casualty 

killed in action in the field.” 

 

 

Lieutenant Brunette was temporarily buried in Essen, Germany. 
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Lieutenant Jack Junior Brunette is buried in Groesbeek Canadian war 

cemetery, grave reference XXII. C. 2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inscribed on his headstone are the words: 

 

I HAVE FOUGHT A GOOD FIGHT,  

I HAVE FINISHED MY COURSE,  

I HAVE KEPT THE FAITH II TIM.IV.7  
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                                        The Ottawa Citizen, May 2, 1945 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article from the Patrician, “In Memoriam” 

November 1945. The date of his death is 

incorrect as May 24 for it was March 24, 1945 
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            The Ottawa Citizen May 22, 1948 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ottawa Citizen, June 23, 

1945, where close friend 

Eddie Friel mentioned Jack 

Brunette 
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The Ottawa Citizen June 7, 1948 

 

 

In September 1971, the parents of 'Jacki' (as they called him) visited their 

son's grave; they stayed with the Van Kampen family in Groesbeek. 

They then keep in touch with each other by writing letters. 

 

On September 4, 1979, the van Kampen family received a last letter from 

Mrs. Brunette on September 4, 1979, in which she said that her health was 

very poor and she talked about the stained glass window that she had built 

in the church in Sarnia in memory of her husband Major Jack Brunette and 

had her son Lieutenant Jacki Brunette.   

 

The image below is a page from the photo album of the van Kampen family, 

which shows the parents of Jacki at their visit in 1971 and that letter and 

photo of the glass window. With courtesy of their son Jan van Kampen. 
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In the text is said that Jack was killed in a village called Hönnepel opposite Rees, Germany 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life story written by Jayla Matty and Christopher Abraham, students from All 

Saints H.S., Kanata, Canada for Faces to Graves courtesy of Vanessa Kirts, 

teacher at All Saints H.S.  
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Additional research and editing by Kurt Johnson. 

Sources: 

 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

Canadian Virtual War Memorial 

Library and Archives Canada 

St. Patrick’s high school provided newspaper articles and a few photos of - Jack 

https://thehub.ca/2022-03-24/canada-should-embrace-our-heroes-not-forget-

them/ 

 

 

 

* If you have a photo of this soldier or additional information please contact 

info@facestograves.nl 

 

 


