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Alguire, Wesley Oscar 
 

Private   
 

Stormont, Dundas & Glengarry 

Highlanders   

 
Royal Canadian Infantry Corps  

 
9th Battalion 

                                                      
C/54127     
 

 

             

                                                                                                                  

 

Wesley Oscar Alguire was born October 18, 1905 at Eamer’s Corners in 
Cornwall Township, in Eastern Ontario. He was the son of Christy Anne 

(Clarke) and Harmonious Alguire. Wesley’s two brothers were Russell and 
Reubin Cain while his four sisters were Pearl (Coleman), Ida (Clark), Stella 

(Boal) and Mahlon (Kyer). While growing up in Cornwall township, he 
attended Eamer's Corners school, Cornwall public school and Cornwall 

collegiate and vocational school. After his schooling, he became a truck 
driver and then worked on the family farm for 18 years.  

 
 

 
 

Wesley married Ida Pearl McNamara of 
Finch on May 16th, 1925 at St. John 

Presbyterian Church in Cornwall, 

Ontario.  The couple had eight children 
whose names were Iris, Arlen, Lois, Keith, 

Susie, Kenneth, Katheryne and Claude. At 
the time of his enlistment, the family lived 

at 442-3rd St. East, Cornwall, Ontario.  
 

 
 
1925 May 16, wedding Wesley and Ida 
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         Wesley and Ida and the two oldest children, Iris and Arlen-1928 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           

 

 

 

 

Private Alguire’s wife Ida and their eight 

children between the ages of two to 16 years.  

 
                                                                   
 
 
 

 

              

 

 

 

             Iris and her Dad before he went overseas. 

 

 
On July 6, 1940. Wesley enlisted in the 

Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry 
Highlanders regiment in the nearby town 

of  Cornwall. According to his military 
records, he stood five foot seven inches and weighed 143 pounds with fair 

skin, blue eyes and red hair. He trained in Ottawa until December of 1940 
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as well as in Cornwall, Kingston both in Ontario, and Debert in Nova 

Scotia. He then embarked to the United Kingdom arriving on July 31, 
1941 at Avonmouth, England.  
 

Initially, Private Alguire was sent to a RAF station for a month. Wesley 

qualified as a driver and was awarded a good conduct badge. He then 
qualified as a driver mechanic for group C.  He remained in England until 

June 13 1944 when he left for France. 
 

Throughout the next eight 
months, Private Alquire travelled 

across Northwest Europe with his 
regiment as the Stormont, 

Dundas and Glengarry 
Highlanders fought through 

France, Belgium, the Netherlands 
and Germany.  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Postcard he did sent to his  

daughter Iris 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
On February 24, 1945, Private Alguire died in Germany from the wounds 

he received in the battle, near Udem. He was 39 years old. The soldier 
was placed in a temporary burial ground at Bedburg, Germany, but was 

later moved to Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery. 
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Both of his parents had died in Canada when 
Private Alquire was serving overseas. His mother 

Christy died in May of 1943 while father, 
Harmonious, died in April 1944.  
 

 

The family of Wesley Alguire received his war 
medals: 

- 1939-45 Star 
- France and Germany Star 

- Defence Medal 
- War Medal  

- Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with Clasp 
 
 

 

Private Wesley Oscar Alguire is buried at the 
Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery, grave 

reference  X. G. 13.   

 
 

Inscribed on his gravestone is: 
 

HE SAVED OTHERS 

HIMSELF HE COULD NOT SAVE 

EVER REMEMBERED 

BY HIS WIFE AND FAMILY 
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Private Wesley Alguire's name 
appeared on the memorial 

window for a Cornwall 

Presbyterian Church. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           A picture of Silver Cross Mothers who donated a chair to the 

General hospital, Cornwall. Wesley’s wife Ida is seen second 

from the right. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ida Alguire with the Memorial Cross. 
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Biography: Mackenzie Gilmour and Sasha Ackehurst, students from All 

Saints High School, Kanata, Canada for Faces to Graves, courtesy of 

Vanessa Kirtz teacher at All Saints H.S., additional research and editing 

provided by Kurt Johnson. 

Sources: 
 

 Commonwealth War Graves Commission  
 Library, and Archives Canada 
 Canadian Virtual war Memorial  

 Pictures provided by Gregory Pollard and Bonnie Champagne 
 Ottawa Citizen 

 CBC 
 With contribution Wigger van der Horst – Dutch Glen Historian 

 

GLEN MEMORIAL 
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Cemetery find – photo Alice van Bekkum 
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Cornwall Ontario Daily Standard Freeholder 

 

 


