Anderson, Ritchie

Trooper

14th Canadian Hussars

8t Reconnaissance Regiment
L 53779

Ritchie Anderson was born on September 21, 1921 in Regina,
Saskatchewan, Canada. He was the only child of Edwin Anderson and
Jessie Ann Anderson. Father Edwin had a farm and was originally from
Sweden, he was born about 1891. His wife Jessie was Scottish by birth
and she was from 1893. They got married in Corinne, Saskatchewan on
June 1, 1921. The family was a member of the United Church. Later they
moved to Lestock, Saskatchewan, where Ritchie also attended school. He
was educated until he was sixteen, up to and including Grade 9, of which
one year was at High School. Ritchie spoke and wrote only English.

He visited the Touchwood Hills School in Lestock, this was a so-called
residential school: children could live and learn there. Whether this was
also the case with Ritchie is not clear. In 1924 the government bought the
school from the Church, but it was still operated by the Church
afterwards. In 1931 the building was destroyed by a fire, but the school
was rebuilt.

Touchwood Hills School: photo Canadahistory.ca
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Lestock is a village in the province of Saskatchewan, in the middle of
South Canada, almost on the border with the United States.

Photo: grain elevator Lestock
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After school, Ritchie worked as a farmhand on Fred Hall's farm in Wishart,
Saskatchewan until September 30, 1940. Then he helped his father on his
farm. Ritchie did not want to return to the farm after his military service,
he wanted to become a car mechanic.

Ritchie liked skating and softball, he had brown hair and hazel eyes. When
he enlisted, he was a well-developed person of 19, he was 5 ft.11 tall and
weighed 159 Ib. Later his weight increased to about 194 |b.
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Ritchie enlisted voluntarily because he felt it was his duty. He reported in
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan on May 12, 1941, he was 19 years old then. He
received his training as a Trooper in the Basic Training Center. From July
7 to October 4 of that year, he resided at the trade school at the 12th
Basic Training Center Active Force in Hamilton. In the month of March
1942 he had fourteen days of leave and on April 24 he was transferred to
the A8 Canadian Armoured Corps Training Center in Borden. He was
meanwhile becoming Helper Qualified Motor Mechanics Class II “C”.
Ritchie was embarked from Borden on July 19, 1942 and they left for
Europe, for Gourock in Scotland. They arrived there on July 29. There he
was given leave to acclimatize and was assigned to the 15t Canadian
Armoured Corps Reinforcement Unit. He was there until November 27,
when he joined the 8t Reconnaissance Regiment of the 14t Canadian
Hussars 'in the field'.

The 8th Reconnaissance Regiment (14t Canadian Hussars).

This regiment was the
reconnaissance unit of the
Canadian army during the
advance from Italy to the
Netherlands. The 8th
Reconnaissance Regiment
(14t Canadian Hussars)
received its training and coastal defense duties in the south of England in
the first three years of the war. It was not until July 6, 1944 (1 month
after D-Day) that the troops landed at Gold Beach in Normandy, France,
and then began their task as infantrymen for the first time. The first three
deaths were mourned on 13 July.

They pushed back the German troops from Northern France towards
Belgium and the Netherlands and they were then used for their actual
task: as a reconnaissance unit during the advance of the 15t Canadian
Army. They were often far ahead of their troops and were involved in the
liberation of important ports such as Dieppe, on 1 September 1944, and
Antwerp, the Battle of the Scheldt, the liberation of towns and villages in
the Netherlands and the invasion of Germany. In the meantime, fierce
fighting had taken place and many people had been killed and injured on
both sides.

Extract from the diary of the 8t Reconnaissance Regiment:

-1 Feb. 1944 in Angmering on Sea, southern England, on the English
Channel, there was a lot of training and sport, including boxing matches
-1 March 1944 American troops arrive as neighbours in Rustington



-11 March 1944 third anniversary of regiment with festivities

-2 April 1944 large exercise "STEP”

-14 April 1944 accident during an exercise, four dead and one wounded,
one soldier breaks his leg while trying to report this to HQ by bicycle

-21 April 1944 Camp Angmering cleared and abandoned with some regret
-22 April 1944 in Camp Goodnestone in barracks and tents, entertainment
through outings, movies and many sports

-27 May 1944 General Montgomery says on a visit that the war will be
over on January 31, many men have been training for four years and
want action

-29 May 29 1944 General Eisenhower inspects the troops and talks to
many of the men and was interested in how they are doing

-1 July 1944 they start in Goodnestone (UK) with the clearing and
cleaning of the barracks, waved goodbye by canteen staff

-2 July 1944 departure of the crew in their vehicles to the shunting yard
of the ship's cargo and the vehicles are made watertight for the crossing
-4 July 1944 from London Docks to Landing Ship Tanks

-5 July 1944 in the evening leaving the harbour with a tugboat

-6 July 1944 via the Thames with calm waters across The Channel

-7 July 1944 just before midnight the ship arrives in Caen in France

-8 July 1944 with LST (Landing Ship Tank) around 6 pm ashore in Tracey
Sur Mer, where the vehicles are again well prepared and driven to the
port

-11 July 1944 the first two soldiers wounded by a shell, three miles from
the fighting in Caen

-13 July 1944 attacked by enemy tanks, the first reported dead

-1 September 1944 Dieppe liberated and the population was overjoyed
-9 September 1944 via Bulscamp in Belgium towards Ostend, at the end
of October in Antwerp and to Noord-Beveland in the Netherlands

-9 November 1944 in Appeltern, later in Horssen, with a lot of high water
-17 December 1944 relieved by the 7t Canadian Reconn. Regiment

-19 February 1945 in Germany, Headquarters in Reichswald at the end of
March

-28 March 1945 back across the Rhine and stationed near Speldrop

Ritchie was rewarded for his efforts and he received the Good Conduct
Badge on May 13, 1943.

\ This was a badge for at least two years of loyal service
U, and it was worn on the left sleeve of the uniform.




As of November 18, 1943, Ritchie was a Qualified Driver Mechanics Motor
Vehicle "C". The next award came on January 15, 1944, he was awarded
the Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with Clasp. He was moved one
more time, including to the 12t" Battalion 2" Canadian Base
Reinforcement Group.

Then the day came when Ritchie made the crossing to the war in
northwestern Europe on August 11, 1944, arriving in France the next day
on August 12. With the 8% Reconnaissance Regiment, Ritchie was back in
the field as a Driver Motor Vehicles.

Unfortunately, on April 3, 1945, Ritchie was seriously injured and was
transferred to the Canadian General Hospital. He had a head wound
because of which he died the next day, on April 4, 1945. He was 23 years
old.

On April 5 Ritchie Anderson was buried at the temporary military
cemetery in Nijmegen, plot 1, row 7, grave 5.

On August 2, 1945 Ritchie Anderson was reburied at the Groesbeek
Canadian War Cemetery, grave reference V. E. 3.

The text on his tombstone:

GREATER LOVE
HATH NO MAN THAN THIS

Photo: Liesbeth Huisman



Ritchie received the following awards:

1939-1945 Star

France & Germany Star

Defense Medal

War Medal 1939-1945

- Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with Clasp

The Memorial Cross was sent to his mother in Lestock after the war.

In northern Saskatchewan, a bay in Burchnall Lake was named after
Ritchie: Anderson Bay.

FACES TO GRAVES

Stichting Faces to Canadian
War Graves Groesbeek

Life story: Renske Cremer and Sil Jansen, students Canisius College in
Nijmegen, and Liesbeth Huisman-Arts, Research Team Faces to Graves.

N.B. Do you have a photo of this soldier or additional information please
contact info@facestograves.nl

Sources:

Commonwealth War Graves Commission
Library and Archives Canada

War Diaries WW2 project 44

War Diaries Jan Braakman
Veterans.gc.ca

Saskatchewan Virtual War Memorial


mailto:info@facestograves.nl

Régimont, Lieut How I,0e has been transfersod “C" squadron
replaced by Lisut P, Lloyd-Creige Lieut Llo has been the Tth
gy Job simoe Rogimert omm R :moifgnmm.r“

Wegthers~ C with rein
Our imtentions to m%m:i have been cancolled for the momont, "I" Section

rsonnel are gradually loosing the ir halr, changing the sett of maps about
gurﬂ-s aus to the feof There seems $0 18 & o Xyt Sty o ogrd =
mdlﬂh 1s Alway is eway %o ses Go0.0, Now,(1200 hrs) We hope s
& et or
ment) am contained in FS Reg Vol 1 Original, duplicate and o be
RGBT AR {orwaried o' O 2nd. Eshelon for disponnl
Title pages will be prepared.
(Erase heading not requred )
_Page 8 Canadl
Place Date | Howr Sammary of Events and Information hAPﬂﬂ“ wnd

4 Apr 45

he will return with something a little more concrete, "B' Squadron is trying %o :uu
tieir peopls over the TWEN'E Canad now, but it will probably take some simo, as they
are using a rafte Major Good left for # 1 CeAeCoelals to-dﬂ for a tour of duty as

WE" Squadron got about half the Squadron over the
TWEN'E Canel, and bumped cum-z.bmiodmtu later in Square 0498¢ Unfort 1y,

in-, and at 2000 hrs 6 men were still missing. Some of them are believ:

to be wounded, As contact had been lost this is st1ll umconfirmed, Jorry's sent in
4 tanks at epproximately 2100 hrs, which were reported ss Panthers. The Fort Garry'
koeled out st least ome, but ere nmot sure of the second, "C" Squadron hade re
from under comsand of the 3rd Cdn Divisions They apparently put on & dampigood show
by taking more priscnersfbne dey than the rest of the 3rd Divisions

Weathers~ Cool and oloudye
The d.{stutoe off with nrlxﬂ 4n & hell of s mix upe However, with a 1ittle
time, the Recce will stralghte e si

L/%p) Larsen of the "I Section, laft to-day for "4 Sonelon, where he will
night, and then staert beok for Camds, on 1sgve. <Thoge are 18 msn golng badk,
finighed their 5 years overseas service, "A" and "5 Squadrons are over the TWEN'E
Censl now (2000 hrs)e "C" ﬁnmn 1s to oross to-morrow morming st first light,
Then the three Squadrons wi Sth

expeot to move over about 0730 hrse

e R
g% Squadron, and KHQ moved eoross the TWEN'E Canal at approximstely 0800 hrse

%c" Squadron are wr:; on the left, making®comtect with the 3rd Cdn Divisione
on the s to eround LAREN, amd corteot the 4%h Cdn Div
It was learmsd this morning, toat Morrison
on the might of the 3rd of April. He was om the six
2 d down by enemy mechine gun fire. The other five are
still missinge cmum:mmunumtoummpﬁmmrn
to conditionse r::nu throughout the day, was no%
cgnalse

From: War Diary Site Jan Braakman



Anderson, Arthar .sickﬁ-anEERE
Lol !\ndU'son,BJﬂl. Donald AgS Hefl
/L Andarson, Ceeil William \

: °..n§wson, wdu'tck Lowis

o
Le® Agdv.u::gn e a‘td Asrthur-RCNVR
Rndu'son Hh 1) \?vl i
AT &"“E

50N, \\H\:\C‘

Andkrdon, g \rcn‘iw |u

A i d
Ao KoL
Andcrson, Markﬁy‘.w.stu Ha&lp&\i

Anderson, Norman Wilfied

R
FQO  Anduson. Peter Gordon&\%&j\
FL  Anduson, PeterMurray, D AF

Pre  Andurson Randall G
. *\l:du'so: R"c;n':*d Hm:nu\ms OPC

Tor  Andkrson, Ritcl
EfO' -\ndu“son;‘ E‘obc\:'t:\'\fiuum Rdi\E
’{gr Andarson, Stawart Loon

Andirson, Truuman William

Albat
20 Andirson, William g R&.‘&
P Andurson, \William kha- Les

Sher Fi
Eﬂ Andurson \MU.nm w % &

Andirson, William

O Anderson William mith

R e
. NSELW,

LACel

Andrew, Gordon U
E Hixl
Lt Androw, Robart Murea s Highes
5{5 lsht's

Sgt Andraves, Edwanrd Alexar

"\ndmws HamKHuwv
Y An crews, john'ks

$to- Androws, Joseph Cl ur'(.uRCH
Pre Arta)!lmt Emile

7 8;? i

Z*’

§é e S
mw"’«;;? M MLcltan O

R

Tpr Anton, Lee H
Tp‘ An ok n E'Lac I‘&‘ﬁ
¢ Al rfg; %n;ia

bggmm&ss’ m%m \S

bH s
OP Avcand,Josceh Jules Rocirige "3“5
Capt Archambault, kan-Paul, NLRCI c
R Archer, Burgess Douglas Eayer:
E}% s Fredack - v
At‘chu" Villians Edwanrd AF
LAC  Archibald. Arthor Camp
Col -~ Archibald. Echward \\1&::&&\‘C
Al
WOy Amhib:w.\ﬁvian%wipn
s
O Arlotre, Sidne TRC %}
te  Armishaw, A 4
Armitaac, | sprw%hLR) o
AF
?% f\\nguctmlnrl AF
St Armstrong, ArthurRonald
PO Armstrong, Cur\\wd‘&wllﬁtAF
FO  Armstrong, David Malcols
Brig Armstrol‘g,F'rancmLosx. OBE

3
A t kGuy lké'é'
B s B i i
33 Highis

Pec  Armstrong,Geonge %u\ art e

Remembrance Book: Veterans.gc.ca




