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Alexander Wallace was born in Mann Settlement, Quebec, on August 2, 

1914. He was the sixth of seven children born to father William Walker 

Caldwell and mother Jessie Mann. Both parents were of British descent 

and they were members of the Presbyterian Church. Father was born in 

1881 and he died in 1944, mother was from 1877. They got married in 

Mann Settlement on September 18, 1902. The family later moved to 

Matapédia and they had seven children: Henry, Hilda, William Isaac, 

Robert Murray, James Howard, Alexander and Francis. They had two more 

sons who died at a young age, both named Donald Bruce. 

Alexander spoke only English, he attended the Public School for seven 

years and was fourteen when he started working. He worked as a 

Fisherman's Guide (River Guide) at Sportsman Guide in Matapedia Valley 

for nine years. 

Matapédia is a river, as well as a village in eastern Canada and Quebec, at 

the southern tip of the Gaspé Peninsula. It is only small, but largely lives 

off the salmon fishing in the two rivers that converge there. 

Alexander had a fair complexion, brown eyes and brown hair. He was a 

well-developed young man of 25 when he volunteered for service in 

Montreal on December 9, 1939. He was then 5 ft.11 tall and weighed 174 

lb. 

Initially, Alexander was with the 1st Battalion of The Black Watch (Royal 

Highland Regiment) of the Canadian Active Service Force. Older brother 

James Howard was also in the military, serving overseas as Lance 

Corporal with The Black Watch. 



2 
 

The Black Watch included a bagpipe band founded in 1862 as part of the 

Canadian Brigade Group. It was a reserve regiment of the infantry of the 

2nd Canadian Army in Montreal. In 1939 it did not have its own barracks 

or training facility. There was a Black Watch Museum in Montreal. 

In June 1940, Alexander was on fourteen days leave before embarking on 

the “Antonia” in Valcartier, Quebec on June 17. With The Black Watch, he 

disembarked in Botwood, New Foundland, for training on June 22. After 

almost two months, on August 10, 1940, they departed with the SS 

“Duchess of Richmond” from Botwood to Halifax. Here they went to the 

Infantry Training Center in Aldershot. Not long afterwards, Alexander 

departed by ship for Scotland, where they arrived on September 4, 1940. 

He was then a Lance Corporal and part of the 5th Canadian Infantry Anti 

Tankshot Company. He was entitled to landing leave and was Trooper 

again at his own request when Alexander joined the 5th Reconnaissance 

Squadron on 14 November. In May 1941 he had nine days leave and then 

joined the 14th Canadian Hussars. In October of that year he took the 

Water Duty course and on March 28, 1942 he received the Good Conduct 

Badge.  

   This was a recognition badge after two years of service 

and good conduct. This badge was worn on the left sleeve.    

 

Alexander was Acting Lance Corporal from April 27, but in July he was 

banished to the barracks for four days due to unauthorized absence. He 

then joined the 2nd Anti-Tank Regiment Royal Canadian Artillery. 

Alexander was given leave to marry Agnes Andrew Paterson of Motherwell 

in Lanarkshire, Scotland. She was born on October 19, 1919 and they had 

known each other for 10 months when they tied the knot in Motherwell on 

April 19, 1943. After the war, Agnes moved to Montreal after the war.  

From November 25 to November 29, 1943, Alexander was in the 10th Field 

Ambulance Hospital. The Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with Clasp 

was awarded to him on January 15, 1944. After almost four years in Great 

Britain, he was shipped to France on July 4, 1944, to the war in 

northwestern Europe.  

Alexander was wounded again on October 12, he had a wound to his scalp 

from shrapnel. From October that year Alexander was again assigned as 

A-Corporal to the 8th Canadian Reconnaissance Regiment, 14th Canadian 

Hussars. From November 10, 1944 he was Corporal. 
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The 8th Reconnaissance Regiment (14th Canadian Hussars). 

This regiment was the reconnaissance unit of the 

Canadian army during the advance from Italy to 

the Netherlands. The 8th Reconnaissance Regiment 

(14th Canadian Hussars) received its training and 

coastal defense duties in the south of England in the first three years of 

the war. It was not until July 6, 1944 (1 month after D-Day) that the 

troops landed at Gold Beach in Normandy, France, and then began their 

task as infantrymen for the first time. The first three deaths were 

mourned on 13 July. 

They pushed back the German troops from Northern France towards 

Belgium and the Netherlands and they were then used for their actual 

task: as a reconnaissance unit during the advance of the 1st Canadian 

Army. They were often far ahead of their troops and were involved in the 

liberation of important ports such as Dieppe, on 1 September 1944, and 

Antwerp, the Battle of the Scheldt, the liberation of towns and villages in 

the Netherlands and the invasion of Germany. In the meantime, fierce 

fighting had taken place and many people had been killed and injured on 

both sides. 

 

Extract from the diary of the 8th Reconnaissance Regiment: 

-1 Feb. 1944 in Angmering on Sea, southern England, on the English 

Channel, there was a lot of training and sport, including boxing matches  

-1 March 1944 American troops arrive as neighbours in Rustington 
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-11 March 1944 third anniversary of regiment with festivities 

-2 April 1944 large exercise “STEP” 

-14 April 1944 accident during an exercise, four dead and one wounded, 

one soldier breaks his leg while trying to report this to HQ by bicycle 

-21 April 1944 Camp Angmering cleared and abandoned with some regret 

-22 April 1944 in Camp Goodnestone in barracks and tents, entertainment 

through outings, movies and many sports  

-27 May 1944 General Montgomery says on a visit that the war will be 

over on January 31, many men had been training for four years and want 

action 

-29 May 29 1944 General Eisenhower inspects the troops and talks to 

many of the men and was interested in how they were doing 

-1 July 1944 they start in Goodnestone (UK) with the clearing and 

cleaning of the barracks, waved goodbye by canteen staff 

-2 July 1944 departure of the crew in their vehicles to the shunting yard of 

the ship's cargo and the vehicles were made watertight for the crossing 

-4 July 1944 from London Docks to Landing Ship Tanks 

-5 July 1944 in the evening leaving the harbour with a tugboat 

-6 July 1944 via the Thames with calm waters across The Channel 

-7 July 1944 just before midnight the ship arrives in Caen in France 

-8 July 1944 with LST (Landing Ship Tank) around 6 pm ashore in Tracey 

Sur Mer, where the vehicles were again well prepared and driven to the 

port 

-11 July 1944 the first two soldiers wounded by a shell, three miles from 

the fighting in Caen 

-13 July 1944 attacked by enemy tanks, the first reported dead 

-1 September 1944 Dieppe liberated and the population was overjoyed 

-9 September 1944 via Bulscamp in Belgium towards Ostend, at the end 

of October in Antwerp and to Noord-Beveland in the Netherlands 

-9 November 1944 in Appeltern, later in Horssen, with a lot of high water 

-17 December 1944 relieved by the 7th Canadian Reconn. Regiment 

-19 February 1945 in Germany, Headquarters in Reichswald at the end of 

March 

 

Unfortunately Alexander was killed in combat with the enemy, he died on 

February 27, 1945 and was initially buried in Kalkar, Germany. He was 

given a temporary place in the Canadian Cemetery, row 3, grave number 

4. 

 

On February 20, 1946, Alexander Wallace Caldwell was reburied at the 

Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery, grave reference XX. H. 12. 
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The text on his tombstone reads: 

 

        STILL, MY DARLING 

            YOU WILL BE 

          ALWAYS YOUNG 

        AND DEAR TO ME 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                     Photo: Liesbeth Huisman 

 

  

 Alexander received the following awards: 

-1939-1945 Star                                                                                             

- France & Germany Star                                                                                      

- Defence Medal                                                                                                  

- War Medal 1939-1945                                                                                        

- Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with Clasp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life story: Liesbeth Huisman-Arts, Research Team Faces To Graves. 
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* Do you have a photo of this soldier or additional information please 

contact info@facestograves.nl 

 

Sources: 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission                                                                  

Library and Archives Canada                                                                                

Wikipedia                                                                   

https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q= 

 

mailto:info@facestograves.nl
https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=
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                           Remembrance Book: Veterans.gc.ca 

 

 

 

 

 


