Hay, Albert George
Private
G/61030
North Shore (New Brunswick)
Regiment

Albert George Hay was born on December 11, 1924 as the youngest
son to John Jackson and Barbara Elizabeth Hay, from Chantham,
Northumberland CO., New Brunswick. Hij was the youngest of children.
They lived on a farm and Bert helped out a lot. Bert didn’t go to school.
His family were members of The United Church of Canada.

On November 17, 1943, Bert enlisted in the army. His military
passport said his profession was ‘farmer’, saying that he had done this
job his whole life.
Bert became a private with the North Shore (New Brunswick)
Regiment, based in Miramichi, New Brunswick, Canada. He came home on
leaf for Christmas 1943.
On Januari 20, 1944, Bert and his regiment left for England, where
they arrived on Januari 27, 1944. His older brother also served in the
army, but in a different platoon.
From November 1944 to Februari 1945, both brothers were stationed
in Nijmegen.
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Bert’s mother recieved a telegram on Oktober 31, 1944, saying Bert
got injured on Oktober 24, by a granate shell in his left underarm en he
was being treated in the hospital.

On Februari 8, 1945, the soldiers of the North Shore Regiment
travelled through the Reichswald in Germany, where they dug big
trenches. On March 23, 1945, Bert visited his brother in one of the
trenches. Bert asked his brother to read him a letter from home and write
a letter back from both of them. Bert said he hoped they wouldn’t have to
cross another open field.

On March 24, and March 25, 1945, the soldiers had to cross the river
Rhine. On March 26, 1945, Albert Hay, together with 32 other soldiers
from Canada, was killed by mortar fire between Rees and Emmerich in
Germany. The next morning one of Bert’s colleagues came to tell Bert’s
brother he had been killed. Bert’s mother recieved a telegram from the
army on April 2, 1945, saying her son had been killed in action.
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Bert was originally burried at the “Rosan Farm Temp Burial Ground”
on the road to Bienen, Rees, Germany. Together with 41 other soldiers of
diverse regiments.

Rosan Farm – Bienen – Canadian soldiers visit their comrades.

Photo: Josef Becker.

On July 20, 1946, Bert was reburried at the Canadian War Cementary
in Groesbeek, grave reference XVII. H. 11.

He was awarded with the following medals: Memorial Cross, 1939-1945
Star, France-Germany Star and CVSM&Clasp.

Life story Marian Straatman, Research Team Faces To Graves.

Source:
Norm Budd, zoon van zus van Bert
Commonwealth War Graves Commission
Library and Archives Canada
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Photo Marian Straatman.

Christmas Candle Eve 24 December 2016 – photo Marian Straatman.
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Biography 2:

Pte Albert George Hay (Service # G61030)
Albert (Bert) George Hay was born December 11,
1923, on a farm, near Chatham, Northumberland Co.
NB, to John Jackson Hay and Barbara Elizabeth
McNaughton. He was the youngest of ten children.
The family attended the United Church and Bert
attended a rural school in the Chatham area. After
leaving school, Bert spent the later Depression years
and the early 1940s working on his father’s farm.
In November 1943, Bert was conscripted into
the armed forces for home defense service under the
new Natural Resources Mobilization Act (NRMA) that
came into effect in 1940. Records show that he was
5’ 8”, weighed 150 lbs was generally in good health.
Basic Training was completed at the Canadian
Infantry Training Centre (CITC) Camp No. 70 in
Fredericton. Two months later on January 27, 1944,
Bert revised his status by enlisting for active duty
wherever he might be needed. He also now assigned $20/mo. from his pay to be sent
home to his mother. Advanced training was completed at Camp A-30 at Utopia the
following July. During this time Bert purchased a $50 Victory Bond in his mother’s name.
The bond was purchased in monthly installments and by October it had been paid for.
In late July 1944, Bert was transferred overseas. He arrived in the UK on July 27
and was initially placed with the Canadian Infantry Reserve Unit (CIRU). On August 17,
he was transferred to the North Shore (NB) Regiment who were pushing the Germans out
of Normandy, France.
On August 26, Field Marshal Montgomery assigned the Canadians the task of
capturing all French ports and destroying all German forces along the English Channel
between Le Havre and Bruges. The North Shore Regiment was to eliminate defenses at
Boulogne and Calais. Boulogne was captured on September 22nd and Calais on October
1st.
The Canadians now began the brutal month-long battle of the Scheldt. The battle
took its name from the Scheldt River that flows into the North Sea along the
Dutch/Belgium border. Fifty miles upriver is the large port of Antwerp that could dock as
many as 1000 ships. Antwerp was needed to launch the invasion of Germany. The port
had been captured by the British in September 1944 but was unusable because the 50
miles of downstream river access were still controlled by Germans. The Canadians were
assigned the task of removing all German defenses from the Scheldt delta.
On October 11th, the North Shore regiment landed on the south shore of the
Scheldt near Hoofdplaat. The land was very flat; bombed dikes resulted in flooded fields,
and everywhere mud and mines made movement difficult for men and vehicles. The
addition of rain now created the worst conditions ever. Much of the time the men were
ankle to knee-deep in water. They were wet and cold and their protective slit trenches
where they slept filled quickly with water. There were few buildings and little shelter.
German snipers held every farmhouse, every barn, and every culvert. Much of the land
was too soft for tanks and the fog minimized air support.
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On October 24, while the regiment was fighting in the vicinity of Schoondijke, Bert was
wounded by a shell fragment to his left forearm. Records indicate that he was evacuated
to a regimental aid post, treated, and returned to the regiment within a day or so.
Winter was spent near Nijmegen, the Netherlands near the Dutch/German border.
The Allied Forces now prepared for the invasion of Germany and made numerous raids
across the border to confirm German locations, their strength, and capture Germans for
interrogation. One such raid was made at Wyler, Germany in broad daylight on January
8, 1945. The North Shore men, wearing white snowsuits, caught the Germans by
surprise but their reaction was swift and with heavy fire. The mission was accomplished,
three Germans were captured, and it was all over in twenty minutes. But the cost was
high; 9 North Shore soldiers killed and 8 wounded.
Operation Veritable, the invasion of Germany was launched on February 8, 1945.
The Canadians cleared the Rhineland (western Germany south of the Rhine river) and
on February 26 the North Shore (NB) Regiment fought in the deadly battle of Keppeln.
By evening Keppeln belonged to the North Shore but in the field to the west were 21
disabled tanks and 28 North Shore soldiers who had been killed in the fighting. An
additional 56 were wounded
Crossing the Rhine River into the heart of Germany was considered by many to
be the second D-Day. On the evening of March 24, 1945, the North Shore, Queens Own
Rifles, and Chaudieres prepared to cross the river opposite Rees, Germany. South of the
river at Kalcar, the men were loaded into in Buffalos and Duks (all-terrain vehicles). They
were now transported to the river, across the Rhine, and landed just west of Rees with
surprisingly little resistance. They now moved north with the objective of capturing
Millingen, Germany. On March 26, the North Shore Regiment began their advance
towards Millingen, but a German counter-attack from Bienen, to the northwest, was so
intense that the advance was postponed. During the heavy fighting on March 26, 1945,
Pte Albert George Hay was killed by a mortar shell. He was 21 years of age.
That same day, the commander of the North Shore (NB) Regiment, Lt Col J. W.
H. Rowley was also killed instantly by shrapnel from the artillery barrage. Records show
North Shore casualties in the fighting near Millingen as 7 killed, 28 wounded. Many of the
casualties including Pte Hay were originally buried near Rees Germany. Most were later
relocated to the Netherlands as Canadian General Harry Crerar did not want Canadians
buried in German soil. Private Albert George Hay lies at rest in the Groesbeek Canadian
War Cemetery in the Netherlands. Plot XVII. H.11. For his service to Canada, Albert
George Hay was awarded the following medals: the 1939-45 Star, France & Germany
Star, War Medal 1939-45 and CVSM & Clasp.
Written by Bruce Morton, hbrucemorton@outlook.com

Biography made available for Faces To Graves, with courtesy of Bruce
Morton.
6

