Hollingshead, Kenneth Rupert
Private
Calgary Highlanders
Royal Canadian Infantry Corps
L/41483

Kenneth Rupert Hollingshead was born on October 6, 1920 in Wainwright,
Alberta, Canada, the fourth child of Carl Rupert Hollingshead (1890-1948)
and Annie Reid Hollingshead (1885-1968). His siblings were: brothers
Wallace Edmund (1909-1970) and Carl Lawrence (1916-1972), and sister
Jean (1918-1991). Wallace was the only sibling to not serve in World War
II. He tested positive for diabetes, the only time in his life, and was
ineligible to enlist.

Kenneth’s family farmed northwest of Neilburg, Saskatchewan, Canada
and he was an active part of that operation, driving the grain truck during
harvest each fall. The farm is listed as “mixed”, meaning they grew grain
as well as cared for some animals. He attended school through Grade 10,
leaving at the age of 14 to help on the farm. Kenneth wanted to have his
own farm near his parents’ place once his service commitment was over.
He enjoyed mechanical work and preferred to be a driver during his
service years, taking courses in motor mechanics.
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George, Albert, Oliver and Robert and sisters zussen Margaret, Jemima and Mary.
Kenneth’s mother, Annie, third from the left top row between Kenneth’s uncles and
aunts.

Kenneth was 5’9” (1.80 m) tall and weighed 150 lbs. He had dark hair
and hazel eyes, with perfect 20/20 vision. His hobbies were “most sports”,
including ice hockey and softball. He didn’t see himself as having any
“ability to entertain”, but enjoyed dances and parties. He was in good
health, had “better than average intelligence” and average “stability”.
Since his mother included a lighter among his desired returned
possessions, it is assumed that he smoked cigarettes. He was engaged to
Lois.
When Kenneth left Saskatchewan to join the army, he went to his brother
Wallace's house on the family farm to say goodbye. Wallace's son Garth is
only three years old, but later remembers that his uncle Kenneth
engraved a diamond in the doorpost with his fingernail so that little Garth
will remember him. The diamond remains on the doorpost until the house
burns down during a forest fire when Garth is an adult and works at the
farm.
Kenneth enlisted in the Canadian Army on June 19, 1941 in nearby
Marsden, Saskatchewan and was a member of the Calgary Highlanders.
His brother Carl Lawrence also enlisted and was a member of B Company
of the Calgary Highlanders.
From 24 September 1942 to 16 October 1944, Kenneth trained with the
Calgary Highlanders in England to take part in the fighting in North-West
Europe on 17 October 1944.
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Kenneth Hollingshead was killed in action on
27th of February 1945 during the fights in
Operation Veritable, also known as the Battle of
the Reichswald.

He was temporarily buried on 3 March 1945 in
Bedburg Hau just over the German border.

In July 1946 Kenneth was reburied at the
Canadian War Cemetery in Groesbeek, grave
reference VII. D. 12.

Awards: 1939-1945 Star, French Germany Star, Defence Medal War
Medal, Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with clasp.

On the Memorial Wall at the Groesbeek War Cemetery is written:
Pro amicis mortui amicis vivimus ‘we live in the hearts of friends for
whom we died.’

Levensverhaal Marian Straatman, Research Team Faces to Graves.
Sources:
Information obtained from Kenneth’s war records, census documents, and from
the day when his nephew Garth Hollingshead and others in Neilburg,
Saskatchewan, Canada shared their memories on Nov. 14, 2011. Submitted by
Margi Hollingshead, the great-niece of Kenneth’s father Carl Rupert Hollingshead.
Commonwealth War Graves Commission
Library and Archives Canada
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Kenneth was engaged to be married to Lois when he enlisted. She
worked at the bank in Neilburg and remembers getting word of his death
during her lunch hour. “I wished they would have waited until the end of
the day to tell me – I couldn’t leave work,” she recounted in November,
2011. She remained in Neilburg, marrying someone else and having
children – one son was with her in 2011. Her 2011 memory of that day in
1945 was as sharp as though it had just happened to the now 90 year old
woman.
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Kenneth’s cousin, Charlie Reid, was also killed in the war, just 3 months
before Kenneth. Charles Herbert Reid, son of Annie’s brother Oliver, was
born on Nov. 12, 1916 and killed in action on October 5, 1944. He is
buried in the Bergen-op-Zoom Canadian War Cemetery {Charles H. Reid,
B/116956, served with the Essex Scottish Regiment). As was the practice
of the Canadian government, there are lakes named in honour of those
killed in the war. Lake Charlie Reid is in southwest Saskatchewan and
Hollingshead Lake (named after Kenneth) is in remote northern
Saskatchewan, accessible only by airplane.
When Kenneth left Saskatchewan for the service, he came out to his
brother Wallace’s on the family farm to say goodbye. Wallace’s son Garth
was just 3 years old, but remembers that his uncle Kenneth etched a
diamond on the door frame with his fingernail so little Garth would
remember him. The diamond remained as long as the house stood (it
burned down when Garth was an adult and farmed the land – a brush fire
destroyed the house).

As is customary with the Canadian government, lakes are named after
those who fell in the war. Lake Charlie Reid is in southwest Saskatchewan
and Hollingshead Lake, named after Kenneth, is in the remote north of
Saskatchewan, only accessible by plane.
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Christmas Eve 24th December 2018.
Photo: Diana Venis-Kerkhoven
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Margi Hollingshead and her friend Betty visit the grave of Kenneth on May
10, 2018. Photos: Kim Huvenaars, Research Team Faces to Graves.
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