Lis-Gawecki, Alfred

Second Lieutenant

100 kompanii sztabowej “"Bartkiewicz”
Armia Krajowa

298945(POW Nummer)
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Alfred Lis-Gawecki was born in Krasowice near Pinsk, a ‘voivodship’, a
Polish province, in what is now called Belarus.

Around 1942 he joined the Armia Krajowa resistance movement and was
assigned to staff company 100 of the ‘Bartkiewicz’ group. This unit was
responsible, especially in the early years, for sabotage operations against
the German occupier. For example, they blew up warehouses and parts of
railway tracks, in order to restrict the Germans in their movements.

During this period preparations were under way for an uprising, for in
1942, the Red Army had broken through the German lines. The aim of this
operation was to end the German occupation, to rebuild the Polish Army,
and to ensure safety for the population.

On August 1, 1944, at 17:00 hrs, Operation Tempest, the Warsaw
Uprising, started. The Polish government in exile approved of the planned
short-term operation, and mobilized all the men and women of the Armia
Krajowa, the Home Army.

There was much at stake, for with the Red Army advancing, this might be
the last chance to regain Polish independence.

The operation went well. The groups started their advance in various
districts and liberated one district after another. The Poles outnumbered
the Germans, but they were short of weapons.



The districts in Warsaw that

" had been recaptured from the
German occupiers by August 8,
1944,

It all changed on August 5, 1944, when German reinforcements arrived,
bringing air support and extra troops. The first executions soon followed,
aimed at breaking the will of the population supporting the uprising.

The Warsaw uprising was crushed on October 2, 1944. Partly because the
Red Army was unwilling to come to their aid, since Poland was meant to
become a satellite state subordinate to Moscow. Therefore the Poles
surrendered and under the terms of the surrender agreement, the
Wehrmacht promised to treat the insurgents as ordinary soldiers, in
accordance with the Geneva Convention, as well as the civilian population.

Warsaw was heavily bombed and after the uprising many civilians were
sent to labor and concentration camps. In addition, the remaining
buildings were destroyed by the German engineering troops, for according
to German plans Warsaw was to become a huge lake after the war.

Second Lieutenant Alfred Lis-Gawecki was wounded in his knee and
shoulder during the first few days. He was treated in a Warsaw hospital,
where he was cared for by nurse Irena Ploska. She kept a diary and a
number of soldiers, Alfred among them, wrote in it.
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Diary of nurse "Joanna Wrzeciono" - Irena Ptoska

'

To dear Irena ‘in memory’ of the difficult moments experienced with the badly wounded
at the P.K.O.-hospital. A few words written by Wtadystaw Lis-Gawecki, Warsaw Rising,
September 25, 1944.

(P.K.O.-hospital, a building in Warsaw)

Together with 15,000 other soldiers of the Armia Krajowa, Alfred was
transported to prisoner of war camps. The majority, Alfred including,
ended up in Stam Lager IV-B in Zeithain, just to the north of Dresden,
Germany.

As stated in the surrender
agreement, the Polish soldiers were
treated in accordance with the
Geneva Convention, in contrast to
the Russian and Italian prisoners of




war, who had a much lower chance of survival. The Poles, for example,
had more rights and received better care. Alfred continued to receive
treatment for his wounds at the Muhlberg hospital camp.

Most probably he had recovered sufficiently by the end of April, 1945.
The camp was liberated by the Red Army on April 23, and those who did
not want to live under the communist regime fled to the West.
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Corporal Stanislaw Iwankiewicz

Prof. Stanislaw Iwankiewicz, who was responsible for the registration of
the Poles at that time and became hospital director after the liberation,
stated that 55 men left the camp on their own on April 23, 1945. It is
quite possible that Alfred was one of them.

Possibly Alfred Lis-Gawecki managed to reach the Allied troops, who
transported him to a hospital near Nijmegen. There he died from his
wounds, and from exhaustion.



Alfred Lis-Gawecki died from his wounds on August 23, 1945, at the age
of 35.

Alfred Lis-Gawecki was buried in the
Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery,
grave reference XII. C. 3.

The soldiers who took part in the Warsaw Uprising are commemorated on
the Warsaw Uprising Monument.
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It is unknown how Second Lieutenant Alfred Lis-Gawecki died. There is no
record of where he died, therefore the last part of his life story is
conjecture. What his exact name is, is also unclear. A few documents
state that it is a pseudonym. We may get answers to these questions in
the future.

*Jesli posiadasz zdjecie tego zotnierza lub dodatkowe informacije,
skontaktuj sie z nami pod adresem info@facestograves.nl

*Do you have a photo of this soldier or any other additional information, please
contact info@facestograves.nl
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