Munro, Edward John

Private
North Nova Scotia Highlanders
E/20545

Edward John Munro was born on June 16, 1920 in Quebec City, Canada as
the youngest son of a family of seven children, four sons and three
daughters. Their father Charles Munro died of leukemia on January 7,
1923, when Eddy was 2 years old. Because their mother Johanna didn’t
have enough money to raise all her children by herself many of the
children were accommodated in children’s homes. Eddy went to school
from age 5 until age 12. Because he went to several different schools his
results remained below average. As a result of this minimal education, as
a young man he decided to enlist in the army on September 16, 1941.
Before that, he worked as an unschooled labourer with the Dominion
Arsenal in Quebec for 4,5 years. In the army he started as a stockroom
worker in Quebec. Eddy was described as being a silent, level-headed
young man with an above average natural intelligence and with an
interest in hockey, baseball land rugby.
Edward served in the Royal Canadian Ordnance Corps until May 15, 1944,
after which he joined the Royal Canadian Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers. He remained in Canada until November 21, 1944, when he
boards for the crossing to the United Kingdom. On January 26, 1945, he
was sent to the mainland of Western Europe to fight with a battalion of
the North Nova Scotia Highlanders as an infantryman.

It remains unclear to his family why he faught for the North Nova Scotia
Highlanders, because Nova Scotia is far from Quebec City. In this fase of
the war it was hard to replace losses in combat units. This lead to
transfers where the regional division was compromised. This could
possibly be the cause of his placement with the North Nova Scotia
Highlanders.
Edward John Munro was killed on March 25, 1945, near Bienen in
Germany and got a field grave in Rees, Germany on April 5, 1945.

Attached to this is the last letter Eddy wrote to his sister Annie Munro.
This letter is dated March 23, 1945… two days before he was killed. His
sister received the letter after she received the news of his death. It is a
strikingly sad letter, because he asked if she wanted to write him back
please (after several of these requests remained unanswered) and if she
would sent him a picture of the family. In the letter he said he was in a
trench in Germany.

On December 14, 1946, Edward John Munro was reburried at the
Canadian War Cementary in Groesbeek, grave XVII. E. 11.

Awards:
1939-1945 Star
French Germany Star
War Medal 1939-1945
Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with clasp
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In the church in Bienen is a "Gedächtnisbuch" (Roll of Honour) in memory of all
German and Allied soldiers who fell in the heavy battle for Bienen.

