McClean, Delmar James Robert
Private / 'L/3016'
Black Watch of Canada
1st Batallion

Delmar (Del) James Robert McClean was born on September 14, 1924 in
Watrous, Saskachewan, as the son of Ellen (Nellie) Victoria and John
Stanley (Stan) McClean. In 1932 the family moved to a farm on land
beloning tot he British gouvernment. This is to the north, near Robinhood
Saskatchewan. There Delmar spent the rest of his childhood. Delmar is
the eldest of nine children. His brothers and sisters are Viola, Leslie,
Dorothy, Lorraine, Harvey, Lawrence, Edward and Margaret.

Circa 1932 L-R staring at back – Delmat &
Viola McClean, Dorothy Brown, Les,
Lorraine & Dorothy McClean, baby at front
is Harvey McClean – taken in
Saskatchewan.

His younger years were quite rough because of many responsibilities, the
oldest child usually had to help with chores and taking care of the younger

children. Like many Canadian farm boys he didn’t get much of an
education and has little time for relaxation.
In 1940 his father enlisted for the army with the 16/22 Saskatchewan
Horse, C.A.S.F. and he was sent to Ontario (he remains in Canada).

One year later, at age 17, Delmar left for Saskatoon and on November 18,
1941, he enlisted. He was accepted because he lied about his age. He
stated he was born in 1923 in stead of 1924. His sister Viola tried to stop
him, but he was determined and after he enisled, his family stopped tying
to interfere.
He served with the Black Watch of Canada, Royal Hightland Regiment, B
Company.
On December 25, 1943, his regiment left Canada for England, where they
arrived on January 4, 1944. On July 3, 1944 (less than a month after DDay) they left for France. From that time on it is unclear which battles
they fought in during the winter. Apparantly they got some rest in the
winter monts, right before Operation Blockbuster.

Sadly Delmar was killed on the first day of that battle, Februari 26, 1945.
He was initially burried in Bedburg, Germany and later reburried at the
Canadian War Cementary in Groesbeek, grave IX. F. 9.

Medals:
1939-1945 Star
France & Germany Star
Defence Medal
War Medal 1939-1945
Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with clasp

Only 23 days before he was killed a war photographer took a picture of
Delmar with his sergeant. That photograph is now part of the Canadian
Archives Faces of War collection.

Delmar’s parents got divorced around the time of Del’s death and his
father got remarried and had another five children, Delmar’s half-brothers
and -sisters.
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In the ‘50s, the province of Saskatchewan starts a project to name a
number of geographical sites after the many thousands of soldiers from
that province who were killed in both world wars. One lake in the northern
part of the province was named after Delmar: Lake McClean. In 2003
three of his brothers and a cousin attent the naming ceremony, where a
plaque was placed by the lake.

