Pappelbaum, Sydney Sol
Captain
Royal Canadian Artillery
14 Field Regt

Sydney Sol Pappelbaum was born on June 20th, 1919 in St. Jerome,
Quebec, Canada as the youngest of four children. His parents, Leon and
Martha Pappelbaum, raised their children according to Jewish tradition.

Family photos.

Syndney had a brother called Ernest Israel
(who married Sarah Surkes) and two sisters;
Edyth Pappelbaum (who married Irving
Bucovetsky) and Sylvia Pappelbaum (who
married Abe/Abraham Ofshitzer).

Sydney attended Willingdon Elementary Primary School. After that he
studied Commerce at the McGill University for 3,5 years, for which he wins
an award in 1942.

Sydney already joined the McFill University Contingent Canadian Officers’
Training Corps (C.O.T.C.) on September 27th, 1938.

He spoke English, French and Hebrew. In addition to his studies Sydney
worked for his father as packer, salesman and shipper. He was a brilliant
student and he got his Bachelor in Commerce, after which he wanted to
be an accountant.

McGill University

He enlisted in the army on May 12th, 1942 in Montreal.
According to his military records, Sydney was 1.63 meters (5 foot 4) tall,
had brown hair and hazel eyes.

Sydney’s father Leon wanted to make sure he
didn’t join the army and remitted his
registration. But Sydney did want to join the
army to fight in the war with his friends and
reregistered.

He went to the Officers Training Centre (O.T.C.) in Brockville, Ontario for
basic training.
Sydney was promoted to 2nd Luitenant on August 8th, 1942 and he was
promoted to 1st Luitenant on October 21st, 1942.
On December 13th, 1942, Sydney left for the UK with the 14th Field
Regiment, Royal Canadian Artillery (RCA). In London, England, he stayed
with a landlady called Gerie Bloom, who wrote Sydney’s parents a letter to
thank them for the financial contribution they gave her for this. (letter at
the bottom of this story)

On August 25th, 1944, Sydney joined the 12th Batallion – Canadian Base
Reinforcement Group (C.B.R.G.) and with this group he landed in France
on August 26th, 1944.
On February 26th, 1945, Sydney was promoted to Captain with the 14th
Field Regiment Royal Canadian Artillery (R.C.A.).

After the success of the airborne operation Varsity – the largest to ever
occur in one single day – to secure the crossings over the river Rhine, the
battle for the Rhine was continued. While delivering fire support to the
battles at Rees in Germany, Sydney was hit by a shrapnel and died on the
29th of March 1945.

A newspaper article from April 4th, 1945 states
that the family receives, only a few days before
the announcement of Sydney's death that he
was promoted to Captain. A Jewish memorial
service was held for him at Sydney's parents'
home.

Sydney was initially burried at the temporary
cemetary at Rosau Farm near Bienen.

Temporary grave in Bienen.

On the 26th of August 1945, Sydney was reburried at the Canadian War
Cemetery in Groesbeek, grave XVII.H.14.
Inscripted on his headstone: ‘In loving memory of Sydney – His name
liveth for ever’.
Inscripted in the star on his headstone:  ה ב צ נ תwhich is an abbreviation
of a verse from the Bible, the first book of Samuel, 25:29, “May his soul
be bound up in the bond of eternal life.”
Medals:
1939-1945 Star
French Germany Star
War Medal 1939-1945
Defence Medal
Canadian Volunteer Service War Medal with clasp
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Years later Sydney’s family received a letter from Mr. I.
Elzas from Zutphen. On February 12th, 1947, Mr. Elzas
wrote, via the army, that he had adopted Sydney’s
grave in Groesbeek. In those days he didn’t get any
response. However, after 74 years, Sydney
Pappelbaums nephew and namesake managed to get in
touch with I. Elzas’ grandchildren via Faces to Graves.

On Sunday the 21st of July 2019 at noon
Sydney Bucovetsky and his wife Barbara
came to visit the grave of Sydney’s uncle
Captain Sydney Sol Pappelbaum at the
Canadian War Cemetery in Groesbeek. At
their request Rabbi Levine from the
Jewish Community in Nijmegen held a
Jewish Remembrance Ceremony. Further
present were 3 grandchildren of Mr. I.
Elzas and some members of Faces to
Graves. It was a memorable and special
gathering for Captain Pappelbaum, who,
together with so many others, gave his
life for our freedom. May he rest in peace.

Sydney and Barbara Bucovetsky.

Far left: Marian Straatman during memorial service.

Namesake Sydney.

