PURDY, FRANK WILSON
Rifleman, B-149319
Royal Winnipeg Rifles

Personal Information
Frank Wilson Purdy was born on June 1, 1924 in Cobalt, Ontario. His
parents were William Ruben Purdy and Daisy Octavia Purdy. They married
on December 7, 1907. His brothers Walter, Fulton and Raymond, as well
as his sisters Mae and Clarice made up the rest of the family. The family
was a member of the Church of England.
His father Purdy retired from his work as
a miner due to chest ailments.

Timiskaming mines, Cobalt Ontario

Frank Wilson Purdy loved sports. At school he played ice hockey, baseball
and basketball. He also enjoyed playing badminton, table tennis and
billiards.
Frank did not stay in school long. He only attended 6 months of high
school. At the age of 16 he decided to leave school and start working.
In the first three months, he held various jobs, among these, he sold
tickets at an amusement park. After two years of unemployment, he
began working at T&N.O. Railway delivering telegrams and doing
administrative work. He did this for nine months.

Military Information
Frank joined the Canadian army on July 14, 1943. He was 19 years old.
His medical examination found him to be 1.70 meters tall and weighing 62
kilos. He had blue eyes, brown hair, and his right leg was shorter than his
left leg.
Nonetheless, Frank was approved, and
after passing basic training in Orilla
(August 5, 1943), became a Trooper
and went to Camp Borden.
Tent Camp in Orillia

On November 25, 1943 he obtained his class 3 driver’s license. Between
February 3-7, 1944, Frank was granted embarkation leave.
Thereafter, on February 8, 1944, he was transferred from the Canadian
Armoured Corps Training Regiment to the Canadian Armoured Training
Soldiers Regiment.
On June 25, 1944 he left Canada and
embarked to England, where he arrived on
July 3, 1944. He joined the Canadian
Armoured Corps Reinforcement Unit on July
4, 1944.
Soldiers being boarded

On August 11, 1944 Frank was assigned as a Private to the Winnipeg
Grenadiers. After nine days furlough, he left by boat to France on October
5, 1944. On October 6, 1944 he joined the Canadian Infantry Corps. From
October 17, 1944 onwards Frank served as Rifleman in the 1st Batallion of
the Royal Winnipeg Rifles.
This battalion was part of the 7th Infantry Brigade of the 3rd Canadian
Infantry Division. This unit was one of the first to land on D-Day at Juno
Beach in Normandy.
The Royal Winnipeg Rifles fought their way towards the Netherlands. In
October/November 1944 they participated in the Battle of the Scheldt. In
February/March 1945 they reached the Rhineland in Germany.
After heavy fighting (Operation Veritable, Operation Blockbuster, etc) they
pulled towards Deventer via Germany in order to liberate the rest of the
Netherlands from Nazi occupation. Their last feat was the preparation of a
large assault on the northern German city of Aurich in an effort to end the
war.

Luckily, the German troops unconditionally
surrendered on May 5, 1945 before an
assault could took place.

Allied soldiers at the German border

Unfortunately, Frank Wilson Purdy did not get to see this. He was
wounded on February 21, 1945 during Operation Veritable in heavy
fighting against German parachutists in the woods just south of Moyland.
Frank Wilson Purdy succumbed to his injuries at the young age of 20.
He was first buried in Germany at the temporary Canadian Military
Cemetery, Bedburg-Hau.
Back in Canada, his family was informed of his death.
Frank Wilson Purdy was reburied on September 21,
1945 at the Canadian Military Cemetery, Groesbeek,
plot XI. H. 8.

In March 1946, his sister Mae wrote a letter to the Department of National
Defence because the family had heard that another Frank W. Purdy (not
their son/ brother) had perished. She asked them to investigate a possible
mix of identity. This was unfortunately not the case.
On August 7, 1946 his mother Daisy received a letter informing her that
the temporary wooden cross on Frank’s grave would be replaced by a
permanent headstone. The family was given the opportunity to write a
personal text on Frank’s headstone. They chose the following words:
We little thought
that he so soon
in death would sleep
leaving us to weep.

Frank Wilson Purdy received the following awards:
*
*
*
*

1939-1945 STAR
France & Germany Star
War Medal
CVSM & Clasp
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Appointed letter from Frank Purdy’s sister Mae.

