Walsh, John Wilbert
Lance Sergeant
Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada
B/117669

John Wilbert Walsh was born on January 29th 1918 in Uxbridge, Ontario,
Canada. His parents, John Walsh and Zella Walsh Long were married in
1916 in Uxbridge.

John had a half-brother on his mother’s side, Walter Russel Long, who was
born in 1930 and a half-sister, Norma Mae Long, who was born in 1932.

He went to the Duke of York school in Toronto and loved running. He won
several championships in athletics all-around with running and long
jumping. John won the city of Toronto championship in 100 and 200 races
in his division in 1934. John qualified for the British Commonwealth
Games and would represent Canada there if the games hadn’t been
cancelled.
John loved to cook. He worked as a cook in a fastfood restaurant before
he enroled in the army and he was also a fireman for the Canadian Pacific
Railway.

On the 14th of Februari in 1941 John Wilbert Walsh married Etoile Bernice
Walsh Campbell. Together they had two daugthers: Georgina Enze Baker
Walsh, born on Januari 11th 1942, and Norma Zella Luks Walsh, born on
Februari 6th 1944.
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John was a lovable family-man who loved having fun and being together.

On October 6th 1943 John enlisted in the army. On his medical test form it

said he had brown eyes and brown hair, a scar on his head and six tattoes
spread across his arms and chest.

On the 9th of May 1944 he went overseas to England with the Queen’s
own rifles and in June he left for the Western-European mainland.

John Wilbert Walsh was killed in the battle for the Reichswald/Hochwald
on the border between Germany and The Netherlands on March 3rd 1945.

The War Diary Queen’s Own:
“While the 2nd Division was clearing the Hochwald of its stubborn
defenders, the 3rd was pushing into the outskirts of the Balberger Wald.
Here, as elsewhere, vehicles soon bogged down in the mud and minefields
failed to reveal any recognizable pattern. Le Régiment de la Chaudière
made a night attack against the northern annex of the Balberger known as
the Tuschen Wald but were repulsed by “an overpowering artillery and
mortar concentration”. On the following day (2 March), after a further
effort, the battalion succeeded in capturing this wood and then the
Queen’s Own and the North Shore Regiment passed through to clear the
Balberger Wald. On 2 March also the 4th Canadian Armoured Division
made a further thrust in the gap. Opposition here was as vicious as ever,
and we lost many men without breaking clear through. The enemy
continued his counter-attacks and not until the evening of 4 March could it
be said that the great forest obstacle of the Hochwald and Balberger Wald
was clear.”
John is first buried in the temporary Military Cemetery in Bedburg,
Germany, Section 1. Row 19. Grave 11.
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In September 1945, John is reburied at the Canadian War Cemetery in
Groesbeek, grave VII. F. 14.

Awards: Memorial Cross, 1939-1945 Star, French Germany Star, War
Medal, Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with clasp.
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