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This year 2020 is a special year for Faces to Graves for more reasons than one.
The Foundation Faces to Canadian War Graves, Groesbeek, to give it its official
name (also called Faces to Graves) was set up on 19 May 2015, so five years
ago.

We can celebrate our 5th anniversary and we have realised our most important
goal with the establishment of a Digital Monument, in honour of our liberators.
By telling their stories, we keep their memory alive.

In the first week of May we made it known
to the media; at this moment there are
about 300 life stories on the website a splendid result for our organisation!

De Gelderlander 1 mei 2020:
‘Who are these heroes?’

This is all thanks to the efforts of our volunteers, the members of the Research
Team, translators, editors, data-management team, webmaster etc. A plus point
in this Covid-19 crisis is that some people have more time all of a sudden,
although others have less because they have to work at home and the children
sometimes are not in school. It is now a bit easier and we understand the
problems. Luc Ronde, for example, has been able to edit more stories than usual
while others have not been able to do as much. Thank you, Luc.
Not to mention the indispensable commitment of our translators; of whom Jos
Dierick has almost cleared the backlog of English-Dutch translations and Gwyn,
who translated most of the newsletters.
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Five years Faces to Graves

Adriaan van der Pol, treasurer and and co-founder.
“After retirement from my full time career I continued to do
project and advisory work but also wanted more time for other
activities and hiking and long distance walking appealed to me.
I started with the yearly March of Nijmegen, 125 km in 4 days,
a great experience although the festivities were very restrained due to the tragic
flight MH 17 being shot down over the Ukraine, 298 people died of which 193
were Dutch nationals.
Canada is familiar territory to me, I lived there 6 years, in Vancouver and
Toronto and completed the TransCanada railroad trip from Vancouver to Halifax.
My two daughters are living in Toronto.
At the family cemetery in Wijk en Aalburg a Canadian soldier, Jean Normand
Robichaud has been buried, 19 years old. He died during the fight for the
Capelse Veer. Several family members who died because of war activities have
been buried there.
On the third day of our Nijmegen march, the hill day, we walked over the
Zevenheuvelenweg and passed the Canadian cemetery where that day many
remembrances took place by participants. I returned the day after the march to
investigate. I wasn’t aware of the three Canadian cemeteries in our country and
the regular remembrance activities that take place there throughout the year,
especially 11th November and our Remembrance day May 4th. During my visit I
found a note from Alice van Bekkum with a request to contact her regarding
remembrances, which I did.
Alice is a very committed lady who speaks with inspiration and respect for the
Canadian soldiers buried in our country. She had ideas and plans to remember
each of them on a personal basis, to give then ‘a face’ through a personal life
story. From this idea Faces to Graves was started.
Together with Jan van Loo, lawyer and founding member of the Royal
Canadian Legion 005, we founded our organisation Faces to Canadian War
Graves Groesbeek (Faces to Graves) on 19th May 2015. With the purpose to do
research and prepare a life story for every Canadian soldier buried in Groesbeek
to be made publicly available through a Digital Monument on our website. And
now through cooperation with Canadian War Graves Nederland we will do this
also on a national scale.
As our organisation continues to grow and our research group with now 35 part
time volunteers, Faces to Graves continues to reach a wider audience and more
sponsors and donations are welcome. Our ideal is to build a visitor’s centre near
the entrance of the cemetery.
The life stories and attending remembrances with family members of the
soldiers are emotional events for them. Often with modest backgrounds and
coming from small towns and villages, these men - and their families - gave their
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lives for our freedom. We want to share their life stories, where did they come
from, where did they grow up, what were their sports and hobbies, when and
why did they volunteer for the militairy service. We are able to explore their lives
further through the service training and their war experiences until they made
the ultimate sacrifice in the name of freedom.
Our biggest reward is the joy and happiness of the families when they realise
that their family member and loved one is still being remembered and being
commemorated after 75 years . These men are examples for us in the fight to
maintain our freedom. There is still much work to be done.
Lest we forget.”
~~~~~

What have we done this year?
No, I am not going to tell how disappointed we were, that events had to be
cancelled, commemorations, journeys etc; that is something that has affected us
all! I am going to tell you what has been possible and these bright spots keep us
going.
In May, we were able to honour our liberators in a splendid way, by placing
tulips on each grave. This was made possible by the Dutch Liberation Canadian
Society which generously sponsored the cost of the flowers, delivered by Van
Noort Bulbs, Noordwijkerhout. Read all about this in Newsletter No.9 on our
website, in the menu under "Media".
As a consequence of all the anniversary year publicity, there has been a
growth in the number of new volunteers and this requires more structure. Should
we expand or not – that is the dilemma. The situation must be manageable;
volunteers have to be trained and this work is intensive. Wim Poppenk, as
chairman of the Research Team and Alice van Bekkum as coordinator, are
attending to this challenge.
We were able to get to know the new volunteers by welcoming them at the
Canadian Cemetery: Liesbeth Huisman, Maurice Nagelhout, Monique GreupDiesfeldt (translator), Theo van de Velden and Gerard Bosch.
The regular Research Team meetings have not been possible this year and the
volunteer´s outing could not take place either. However, Alice created
opportunities to meet small groups at the cemetery; we brought coffee along for
all cafés are closed. We learned how important such meetings are for informal
contact. We had our last Research Team meeting on 7 March and only when the
rules were relaxed could we again meet on 26 September.
The first online Board meeting was on 13 May; we had to get used to not being
able to see each other normally. Wim Poppenk told us that he would no longer
stand as a member of the Board but that he would continue to chair the
Research Team meetings. Jan van Loo stopped as Board advisor. Fortunately, it
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was possible to hold a joint meeting on 8 July when we met together with the
Recommendation Committee, everybody keeping at the prescribed distance.
On Monday 20 July, the day before the Nijmegen Marches were due to begin,
(it was cancelled because of the coronavirus) there was a commemoration
organised by the CVM, the Defence support team, led by Adjudant Derk de Vries
with the Royal Canadian Legion 005. As this was Derek´s last appearance before
his retirement, there was an address and presentation. A small German
delegation was also there.

Photos: Henk Baron.

The wreath was laid by Julie
Allen and Alice van Bekkum.

In August, a daughter was born to both the present
webmaster,Terry Verduin and the previous one, Frank van Duin.
We congratulate the parents and wish them happiness.
Marcel van der Meer is the 2nd webmaster; Terry is very busy with his work so
it is good to have a 2nd webmaster for the placing of new life stories. Welcome
Marcel.
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Edwin van der Wolf, our colleague from the Holten organisation, is our source of
information for researchers of the Canadian Scottish Regiment. He has developed
a new website about them: https://www.csri.nl/
The Canadian cemetery was one of the superstops of the Freedom (cycle) Tour
on Sunday morning, 13 September. We were asked to tell the visitors about our
work. Observing the rules, the starting times were spread so that there were
never too many people present at one time. The organisers of the Freedom Tout
had made attractive posters that we displayed by the entrance; we had given
them information and the life stories of two soldiers who excelled in the sport,
including Private Dick Beazley and Lt. Colonel Jeff Nicklin. Sigrid Norde received
the cyclists that did not have time to visit the cemetery at the gate. Jaap, Jos
and Alice were also there to represent Faces to Graves. Two new volunteers
came forward on this occasion: Tefke van Dijk and Else Schaberg, who are
already busy. You can find their first life stories on the website.
Photos Henk Baron / Alice van Bekkum

Sigrid

Marian

Alice en Else

Jos
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And then we come to Saturday, 26 September, our first meeting of the
Research Team since the lockdown. We made a festive morning of it because
there were two members that we wanted to put in the spotlight. For a long time,
the Board had discussed the possibility of an award but that was not easy with a
restricted budget. However Richard Hendriks from ´Christmas candles Military
Cemetery Jonkerbos´ and member of RCL 005 has worked hard to obtain
sponsors for us. In a short time, Ramon Jahn from De Tinnen Roos in Millingen,
designed a lovely ‘Faces to Graves coin’, asking only half the usual amount for it.
We were also helped by a generous contribution from the Stichting St Michael
charity shop in Groesbeek, contact person, André Brouwer.

On September 17, during the Memorial
Tour, organized by the organisation
‘Groesbeek Airborne Friends’, Alice was
surprised to receive the first test print of
the coin from Richard.

Both sides of the coin have turned out
beautifully!

We awarded the ‘Faces to Graves coin’ and accompanying certificate to:
Fred Hulsman who has researched and written 25 life stories. He has been a
member of the Research Team since early 2017. He was also thanked for all his
hard work organising the May 2020
now been transferred to May 2021.

The Faces of Groesbeek

event, which has

Sigrid Norde who has been a member since November, 2017 and also written
25 life stories of soldiers from the Calgary Highlanders regiment. She has helped
with the Doetinchem commemoration for the nine Calgary Highlander soldiers
who died there in the 1945 Liberation battle. Sigrid also helps with the Faces to
Graves school project.
Richard Meeussen from restaurant ´t Zwaantje, who has given the Research
Team hospitality since September, 2017. Today we enjoy for the 20th time a
meeting room and the coffee he provides, free of charge. Alice van Bekkum ´we
almost consider ´t Zwaantje as our clubhouse.´
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From top to bottom:
photo 1 ons ‘clubhuis’
photo 3 speech Alice
photo 5 Sigrid – certificate from Wim
photo 7 Richard Meeussen

photo 2 Research Team
photo 4 Fred – certificate from Wim
photo 6 Sigrid – coin from Alice
photo 8 Richard-Fred-Sigrid

Photos Henk Baron.
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Wim surprises Alice with a bunch
of flowers for her commitment to
the Research Team.

Lovely images from ‘Omroep Berg
en Dal’: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oozxFnl30Ng

Vanessa Kirz, in Canada has also received a ‘Faces to Graves coin’. She teaches
in the All Saints High School in Kanata, Ontario. She intended to visit the
Netherlands in May this year, with her class but unfortunately this of course had
to be cancelled. Her students, in preparation for the visit, had written 28 life
stories and these can be seen on our website.
Vanessa has made our project known on a national platform of teachers:
https://definingmomentscanada.ca/veday75/student-soldier-biographies/
Kurt Johnson, who has already written 15 stories for us, helped Vanessa edit the
students’ stories and he was willing to present the coin and certificate to Vanessa
on our behalf. Thanks, Kurt!.

Vanessa en Kurt – foto Yousef Silwady.

Vanessa, photo John Curry.
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The former Canadian Military Attache, Col. Timothy Young, who returned to
Kingston, Ontario in August, received the ‘Faces to Graves coin’ and certificate,
via a contact of Wim Poppink, for his efforts on our behalf. Tim. you were a super
‘ambassador.’

November 11, Tim
received his award.

Response Tim:
“I am humbled and honoured to receive such a wonderful coin along with your
certificate of appreciation. It certainly brightened my day as this Remembrance
Day was like no other. Most commemorations in Canada were pre-recorded and
played on-line with the exception of the capital cities, a significant departure
from the norm. It was also such a pleasure to meet Anne and get to know
someone from your Canadian network.
Speaking of your network, I learned at a dinner with Michelle’s family later that
day that I now have closer ties with Faces-to-Graves. My nephews
girlfriend/partner Amanda had a relative that fought with the Black Watch and
died in battle in the Hochwald Forrest on 27 February, 1945. While at dinner, I
spoke of your wonderful surprise and upon recognizing "Faces-to-Graves", she
quickly downloaded the life story of her relative, Private Victor Williams, who is
buried in Groesbeek, plot XXV.A.3. Gwyn de Jong from your team wrote a
wonderful life story about Victor which I read with great enthusiasm. This is
quite an ironic and moving story, demonstrating how Faces-to-Graves is touching
Canadians, proving that those young men and women buried in Groesbeek are
being remembered and that the great work from your group is well appreciated.
Amanda was so proud to be able to share the life story of Victor with all of us at
dinner, something that she would have not been able to do without the great
contribution from your team. It was remarkable to bare witness first hand the
work of your team and the effect it has on Canadians so far away.
Please take good care, and congratulate your team on such a superb job they
are doing. Finally, thanks again for the lovely coin and certificate. I have them
proudly on display in our home.”
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We have of course thanked the sponsors of the ‘Faces
to Graves coin’, giving them a certificate: Ramon Jahn for
De Tinnen Roos and Andre Brouwer for charity shop St.
Michael, many thanks.

André Brouwer

Ramon Jahn

There is also a ‘Faces to Graves coin and certificate for Jan van Loo, as a token
of appreciation for all his work for the Foundation. Unfortunately, it has not yet
been possible to present it personally.

Sigrid Norde’s motivation as researcher:
“Although my parents had experienced the war as children, they did not speak
much about it at home. My mother did not like men in long coats and boots. Her
father was a clergyman in ‘Berkel en Rodenrijs’ and gave shelter to English pilots
who were shot down above Zestienhoven; he refused his resistance cross
because he said ‘‘you did that with your heart. My father had to flee with his
parents from Raamsdonksveer on the night of the Liberation. Their house was
destroyed and all that remained was a book damaged by shrapnel and a blanket,
given to keep the children warm.
As a result, I was very interested in the school history lessons about the
second world war. I read everything I could find about the Dutch resistance and
the persecution of the Jews.
Years ago, I visited Auschwitz and Birkenau and that made a deep impression.
When, in November, 2017, I saw an advertisement in the local paper asking for
volunteers for Faces to Graves, I realised how little I knew about the liberation of
Europe and the Netherlands and I was interested to learn more. Above all, the
writing of life stories is a splendid tribute to the young soldiers who fought and
died so far from home. What moved them? Where did they come from? Who
were they? After writing 25 life stories, I can give some answers to these
questions. One is affected emotionally, especially when the soldier was a father
for example; or when he was wounded in France and then had to return to the
front. Although it is sometimes very difficult to trace a soldier’s family, contact is
always valuable and the stories appreciated by them. So I try to build a small
monument for the soldier so that he will not be forgotten.”
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Saturday, October 16. Stephanie Bos from Bunschoten came to Groesbeek,
this was the first visit to "her" soldier Emilien Drapeau, who was killed during the
liberation of Bunschoten. She found his photo through an appeal in the
newspaper, compiled his life story with Faces to Graves and placed it near the
grave. A moving moment!

Stepanie places a photo of Emilien by his grave.

Photos Fred Hulsman.

You can find the story of Private Emilien Drapeau on our website.

On Wednesday, 11 November, two members of RCL branch 005, laid a wreath
at the Canadian cemetery. Alice and Fred joined them and laid a wreath for
Faces to Graves, together with other visitors. The poem ‘In Flanders Fields’ was
read and after the Act of Remembrance, two minutes’ silence observed.

Photos Henk Baron.
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We have received a question from Vanessa Kirz; one of her students from All
Saints, Kanata, has written the life story of Private John Frederick Roffey. During
his search for information about this soldier, he found two photos on the
Canadian Virtual War Memorial website, which had been left with the family
before he was killed. The student would like to know who sent these photos to
the family. This request has been placed in the November issue of the local
‘Brakkenstein’ paper. We ask our contacts in Canada to look up the family
Roffey. More details can be found from the life story itself which is already in our
Digital Monument.

The family has now been found! They live in Bussum, but we have not yet had
any contact with each other. We ask our contacts in Canada to search for
Roffey’s family, we would like to get in touch with a relative.
12

We do not have a photo for 10% of the soldiers, whose life stories are already
on our website. Can you help us find a picture of these soldiers?

If you live in The Netherlands you may be able to help us or if you know of
somebody who can; we urgently need:
- a new member from the Nijmegen area to complete our Board
- someone who has experience with data processing to strengthen the Data
Management Team
- someone for marketing, PR and sponsoring

As you know, our non-profit organisation can only go on working with the help
of your gifts. We would like to warmly thank all those who have contributed. You
can find the logos of our sponsors on the website. Sometimes we receive
donations which we would like to acknowledge personally.. Alas, this is not
possible if there is no contact address.
We thank everyone here for their gift!
Finally, for ‘The Faces of Groesbeek’ event, we are still looking for photos of
soldiers; your donation to make this possible is very welcome. Please mention
‘May 2021’ on the payment. The date is confirmed for 1-14 May 2021. We hope
to welcome you there.

Design Martin van der Poel.

Like us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/FacesToGraves
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